
 

   

A Conversation with Montell and Tim 

June 27-28, 2020 - Montell Jordan & Tim Harlow 

This week, Pastor Tim interviews R&B singer and pastor Montell Jordan about the challenges 

facing black Americans and how the church can respond.  

 

CELEBRATE 

 

At the beginning of your small group time, it’s good to share about your week and share 

with each other how you’re doing. So, spend some time, right now, connecting before 

jumping into the discussion questions. You can use the Connect section as a guide. If you’re 

doing this Study Guide on your own, take a moment to focus your mind on God and what 

He might want you to hear today. 

 

CONNECT 

1. For many people, Montell Jordan's song "This Is How We Do It" was their ultimate 
"summer song." Talk about a song that you identify with a particular "summer" in 

your life.  
  

2. Take a moment before you jump into this study and ask everyone how they're doing 

these days. Sometimes we get so focused on what we're doing we forget to talk 

about how we ARE.  



Before watching the sermon, or moving on in this study, take a minute to remember that 
God is always with you. Pray as a group for God to bless your conversation and open your 

eyes and hearts to what He wants you to hear. 
 

REFLECT  

Before moving forward in your study, remember the big picture of this week's teaching:   

• Followers of Jesus are called to love their neighbors, so we must 

learn about struggles and needs of black and brown people in order to love each 

other well.  

  

RESPOND 

1. Talk about a thought, phrase, or moment from this week's conversation that 

resonated with you. What made it stick out to you? 

  
2. This week we heard stories of Montell's experience as a black man in America. Talk 

about how you received those stories. Did you feel angry or upset? Was there a need 
to excuse or explain why Montell deserved or merited those experiences? Talk about 

what came up and what you're learning from those responses.  

  
3. Montell gave an illustration about a house fire to talk about the difference between 

"all lives matter" and "black lives matter" (not the organization but the idea). Talk 
about how you engaged with that illustration. Take a moment to put yourself in the 

shoes of someone whose house was on fire - does it change the way this illustration 

hits you?  
  

4. Read Revelation 7:9-10. Read slowly and make a note about any words or phrases 

that stand out to you. Revelation has some wild and even frightening images, but 
the theme of the letter is standing strong in faith even when an arrogant empire 

(Rome) is actively hurting and even killing you for that faith.  
  

5. The picture in 7:9-10 is of what it looks like for God's Kingdom to take over the 

world we live in - typically called the "kingdom of heaven." What do you notice about 
this picture? Most of the picture is a metaphor for God reigning, not the emperor. 

What do you notice about how God getting his way affects people?  
  

6. The phrase "every nation, tribe, people, and language" represents everyone on 

earth. Every skin tone, background, and story are represented and gathered 
together for the same purpose. Talk about how it sits with you to know that heaven 

(God getting his way forever) will put you side by side with people who don't look 

like you or have the same skin tone as you. How should we begin to live our lives 
NOW with that idea in mind?  

  
7. In the interview, Montell shares his pain over relating the story of the death 

of George Floyd to his 8-year old. Talk about what stirred in you as you heard that 

story. Is there an invitation you sense God bringing to mind for you as a result of the 
stories you heard from Montell? How might you take one small step towards that 

invitation today?  

https://parkviewchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a12af1e045f3b032be8bfb8bf&id=ae192f70ac&e=aba925f04e
https://parkviewchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a12af1e045f3b032be8bfb8bf&id=2a1c9c0db8&e=aba925f04e


Takeaway 
 

Some of the best ways we can learn to be compassionate to someone else is by listening to 
the stories of what hurts them, what they're struggling with, and what life looks like for 

them. The same is true for the divide between white and black or brown Americans. This 

week, we wanted to suggest some resources that will help you understand the challenges 
facing black and brown people.  

 

While checking out these resources, keep a prayer in mind: "Holy Spirit, show me where 
you want me to go."  

 
1. Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption 

 

As an attorney, Bryan Stevenson takes us into a story about the frontlines of legal 
challenges faced by black and brown Americans. There is also a film version of this book 

that is currently free to watch on Amazon.  
 

2. Rev. Brenda Salter McNeil, Roadmap to Reconciliation 2.0: Moving Communities Into 

Unity, Wholeness, and Justice. 
 

Rev. McNeil, a pastor in the Seattle area, talks about racial reconciliation from the 
perspective of the Bible and challenges people of faith on how we can take steps to bring 

about healthy reconciliation.  

 
3. "Uncomfortable Conversations With a Black Man, Episode 3" - Emmanuel Acho, Chip & 

Joanna Gaines 

 
In this episode of the popular YouTube series, former NFL player Emmanuel Acho talks with 

"Fixer Upper" stars & Magnolia founders Chip and Joanna Gaines. They talk about how to 
discuss race & reconciliation with children in a way that is humorous and insightful.  
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